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Formulario Substituto W-8BEN

Certificado de estado de persona extranjera del propietario
beneficiario para retenciones y informes fiscales de los Estados
Unidos (para Los Individuos)
Substitute Form W-8BEN
Certificate of Foreign Status of Beneficial Owner for United States Tax
Withholding and Reporting (Individuals)
international.schwab.com
Tel: 1-877-686-1937
(dentro de los EE.UU.)

(inside the U.S.)

+1-415-667-8400
(fuera de los EE.UU.)

(outside the U.S.)

Fax: 1-800-752-4816
(dentro de los EE.UU.)

(inside the U.S.)

+1-602-977-4199
(fuera de los EE.UU.)
(outside the U.S.)

Los clientes de asesores de
inversiones independientes,
por favor contacte a su asesor
directamente o llame
a Schwab Alliance al
1-800-515-2157.

Clients of independent investment
advisors, contact your advisor directly or
call Schwab Alliance at
1-800-515-2157.
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Para garantizar la exactitud de su información, por favor complete todas las secciones de
este formulario en inglés.
To ensure the accuracy of your information, please complete all sections of this form in English.

Para devolver su formulario completado a Schwab:
To return your completed form to Schwab:

• Pase el formulario completado por scan, luego envíelo por email a Schwab a través del Schwab.com Message
Center (requiere iniciar sesion a su cuenta);
Scan the completed form, then email it to Schwab via the Schwab.com Message Center (login required);

• Envie el formulario completado por fax a Schwab utilizando uno de los números indicados de la anterior; o
Fax the completed form to Schwab using one of the fax numbers at left; or

• Envie el formulario completado a Schwab a través del correo a una de las direcciones indicadas en la página 6.
Mail the completed form to Schwab at one of the addresses provided on page 6.

Si usted es cliente de un asesor de inversiones independiente, por favor contacte a su asesor directamente.
If you’re a client of an independent investment advisor, please contact your advisor directly.

NO use este formulario si:

En su lugar, use el Formulario:
Do not use this form if: 			
Instead, use Form:
• Usted No es un individuo..................................................................................................................... W-8BEN-E
You are NOT an individual.........................................................................................................................................................................

W-8BEN-E

• Usted es ciudadano de EE.UU. u otra persona estadounidense, incluyendo un individuo extranjero
con residencia legal en EE.UU............................................................................................................. W-9
You are a U.S. citizen or other U.S. person, including a resident alien individual..............................................................................

W-9

• U
 sted es un propietario beneficiario que indica que su ingreso está directamente conectado con transacciones
de negocios dentro de los Estados Unidos (distintos de los servicios personales)...................... W-8ECI
You are a beneficial owner claiming that income is effectively connected with the conduct of
trade or business within the U.S. (other than personal services)......................................................................................................

• U
 sted es el propietario beneficiario que recibe compensación por servicios personales
realizados dentro de los EE.UU. ........................................................................................................
You are a beneficial owner who is receiving compensation for personal services performed in the United States....................

W-8ECI

8233 or W-4

8233 or W-4

• Una persona que actúe como intermediaria ..................................................................................... W-8IMY
You are a person acting as an intermediary ...........................................................................................................................................

W-8IMY

Nota: Consulte las instrucciones del IRS para excepciones adicionales. Si es un residente de las jurisdicciónes socios
de Cumplemiento Tributario de Cuentas Extranjeras (FATCA, por sus siglas en inglés), cierta información de la cuenta
de impuestos puede ser proporcionada a su jurisdicción de residencia.
Note: See IRS instructions for additional exceptions. If you are resident in a FATCA partner jurisdiction (i.e., a Model 1 IGA jurisdiction with reciprocity),
certain tax account information may be provided to your jurisdiction of residence.

Nuevo Requisito del IRS
New IRS Requirement

El número de identificación fiscal extranjero (FTIN, por sus siglas en inglés en inglés) es ahora un requisito obligatorio
para la línea 6.
Foreign taxpayer identification number (FTIN) is now a mandatory requirement for line 6.

Entre sus número de identificación fiscal extranjero (FTIN) en la línea 6 del formulario. Si no está obligado a tener un
FTIN, escribe ¨no requerido legalmente ¨ en la línea 6. Si su país emite FTIN a todos los residentes y usted no tiene
un FTIN, envía adjunto una carta que explique por qué no se proporcionó un FTIN en el formulario W-8. Debe imprimir
su nombre completo en la carta y firmar y fecharlo. NO ESCRIBA “NO APLICA” en la línea 6.
Please enter your FTIN on line 6 of the form. If you are not required to have an FTIN, please write, “not legally required” on line 6. If your country issues
FTINs to all residents and you don’t have an FTIN, please include a letter explaining why an FTIN was not provided on the W-8 form. You must print your
full name on the letter and sign and date it. DO NOT WRITE “NOT APPLICABLE” in line 6.

Si no completa la línea 6, se rechazará el formulario.
Failure to complete this field will result in the form being rejected.
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El Departamento de Tesorería, Servicio del Fisco
Department of the Treasury, Internal Revenue Service

• Las referencias de la sección pertenecen al código fiscal.
Section references are to the Internal Revenue Code.

• Para obtener instrucciones completas o para más información sobre los formularios W-8, por favor consulte que el
sitio Web del Servicio del Fisco (IRS), visitando www.irs.gov.
For complete instructions or more information on the W-8 forms, please refer to the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) website at www.irs.gov.

• Entregue este formulario al agente de retención u otorgante. No lo envíe a IRS.
Give this form to the withholding agent or payer. Do not send to the IRS.

Identificación del Propietario Beneficiario (Vea las instrucciones)

Parte 1
Part 1

Identification of Beneficial Owner (see instructions)

Aviso Importante:
Cada uno de los titulares de
la cuenta debe completer un
formulario separado, a menos
que las instrucciones apliquen

Número de cuenta requerido (a menos que nueva cuenta)
Account number required (unless new account)

Número de teléfono de la casa

Important reminder:
Each account holder must
complete a separate form.

Número de teléfono de la empresa

Home telephone number

Business telephone number

1 Nombre del individuo propietario beneficiario
Name of individual who is the beneficial owner

2 País de Ciudadanía (no abrevie)
No utilice un apartado de correo o una
dirección a cargo de/al cuidado de.

>

Do not use a P.O. Box or an in-care-of address

Incluya código postal si aplica

Include postal code where appropriate

Country of citizenship (Do not abbreviate)

3 Domicilio permanente (calle, apt. o n. de suite, o ruta rural).
Permanent residence address (street, apt. or suite no. or rural route).

>

Ciudad, pueblo, estado o provincial

País (no abrevie)

City or town, state or province

Country (Do not abbreviate)

4 Dirección postal (si difiere de la dirección indicada anteriormente)
Incluya código postal si aplica

Include postal code where appropriate

SSN o ITIN o FTIN si aplica

SSN o ITIN or FTIN if required

>
>

Mailing address (If different from above)

Ciudad, pueblo, estado o provincial

País (no abrevie)

City or town, state or province

Country (Do not abbreviate)

5 Número de identificación de contribuyente
fiscal estadounidense (vea las instrucciones)

6 Número de identificación fiscal extranjero

7 Número de referencia(s) (vea las instrucciones)

8 Fecha de nacimiento (MM-DD-AA) (vea las instrucciones)

U.S. Taxpayer Identification Number (see instructions)

Reference number(s) (see instructions)

©2018 Charles Schwab & Co., Inc. All rights reserved. Member SIPC.
iGraphix (0418-8YWH) APP81049SPA-03 (03/18)

(vea las instrucciones)

Foreign tax identifying number (see instructions)

Date of Birth (MM/DD/YYYY ) (see instructions)

*APP81049SPA-03=02*

Formulario Substituto W-8BEN

OMB No. 1545-1621

Certificado de estado de persona extranjera del propietario beneficiario para
retenciones y informes fiscales de los Estados Unidos (para Los Individuos)

Substitute Form W-8BEN
Certificate of Foreign Status of Beneficial Owner for United States Tax Withholding and Reporting (Individuals)

Pagina 3 de 6

Page 3 of 6

Parte 2

Solicitud de Beneficios de Acuerdos Fiscales (Para fines del Capítulo 3 exclusivamente)
(vea las instrucciones del Fisco)

Part 2

Claim of Tax Treaty Benefits (for chapter 3 purposes only) (see instructions)
9

Por favor complete lo para
recibir una tasa de impuestos
más baja del Tratado, si es
applicable. No abrevie.

I certify that the beneficial owner is a resident of 					within the meaning of the income tax
treaty between the United States and that country.

Please complete to receive a lower tax
treaty rate, if applicable.
Do not abbreviate.

El tipo de ingreso
Type of income

Las condiciones adicionales
Additional Conditions

Yo certifico que el propietario beneficiario es un/a residente de 						
segun el significado del acuerdo fiscal de impuestos sobre la renta entre EE.UU. y dicho país.

>
>

10 Condiciones y tasas especiales (si corresponde – vea las instrucciones del Fisco):
El propietario beneficiario reclama estar sujeto a las provisiones del Artículo ___________ del acuerdo fiscal 	
identificado en la línea 9 anterior, por lo cual solicita una tasa de retención de __________% sobre
(especifique el tipo de ingreso):
Identifique las razones por las cuales el propietario beneficiario cumple con los términos del artículo del
acuerdo fiscal:

Special rates and conditions (if applicable—see instructions):
The beneficial owner is claiming the provisions of Article and paragraph ___________ of the treaty identified on line 9 above to claim a __________%
rate of withholding on (specify type of income):
E xplain the additional conditions in the Article and paragraph the beneficial owner meets to be eligible for the rate of withholding:

Parte 3
Part 3

Certificación
Certification

Bajo pena de perjurio, declaro que he examinado la información contenida en este formulario y a mi leal saber y
entender, es fidedigna, correcta y complete. Asimismo, certifico bajo pena de perjurio que:

Under penalties of perjury, I declare that I have examined the information on this form, and to the best of my knowledge and belief it is true, correct and
complete. I further certify under penalties of perjury that:

• S
 oy la persona quien es propietario beneficiaro (o estoy autorizado/a a firmar por el propietario beneficiario) de
todos los ingresos con los cuales se relaciona este formulario o que estoy utilizando este formulario para
documentarme como un individuo que es propietario o titular de cuenta de una institución financiera extranjera.
I am the individual that is the beneficial owner (or am authorized to sign for the individual that is the beneficial owner) of all the income to which this
form relates or am using this form to document myself for chapter 4 purposes,

• La persona indicada en la línea 1 de este formulario no es una persona estadounidense,
The person named on line 1 of this form is not a U.S. person,

• Los ingresos a que se refiere este formulario:
(a) no están efectivamente relacionados con la realización de un negocio o actividad comercial en los Estados 	
Unidos, (b) están efectivamente relacionados pero no están sujetos a impuestos conforme a un acuerdo fiscal 	
vigente, o (c) constituyen la participación de un socio en ingresos efectivamente relacionados con la sociedad.

The income to which this form relates is:
(a) not effectively connected with the conduct of a trade or business in the United States, (b) effectively connected but is not subject to tax under an
applicable income tax treaty, or (c) the partner’s share of a partnership’s effectively connected income.

•	La persona indicada en la línea 1 de este formulario es residente de un país incluído en el acuerdo listado en la
línea 9 del formulario (si corresponde) según el significado del acuerdo fiscal de ingresos concerniente al impuesto
sobre la renta entre EE.UU. y dicho país: y

The person named on line 1 of this form is a resident of the treaty country listed on line 9 of the form (if any) within the meaning of the income tax treaty
between the United States and that country, and

• P
 ara transacciones de agentes o permutes, el propietario beneficiario es una persona extranjera exenta según se
define en las instrucciones.
For broker transactions or barter exchanges, the beneficial owner is an exempt foreign person as defined in the instructions.
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Certificación (continuación)

Parte 3
Part 3

Certification (continued)

Además, autorizo que este formulario sea entregado a cualquier agente de retención que tenga control, recepción o
custodia de los ingresos de los cuales yo soy el propietario beneficiario o a cualquier agente de retención que pueda
realizar desembolsos o efectuar pagos de los ingresos de los cuales yo soy el propietario beneficiario. Acuerdo en
que entregaré un formulario nuevo dentro de un período de 30 días si cualquier certificación realizada en este
formulario es incorrecta.

Furthermore, I authorize this form to be provided to any withholding agent that has control, receipt, or custody of the income of which I am the beneficial
owner or any withholding agent that can disburse or make payments of the income of which I am the beneficial owner. I agree that I will submit a new form
within 30 days if any certification made on this form becomes incorrect.

El Servicio Fiscal Interno no requiere de su consentimiento a ninguna de las provisiones de este documento aparte
de la certificación requerida para establecer su condición como individuo no-estadounidense y, si aplica, obtener
una tasa de retención reducida.
The Internal Revenue Service does not require your consent to any provisions of this document other than the certification required to establish your
status as a non-U.S. individual and, if applicable, obtain a reduced rate of withholding.

FIRME AQUÍ
SIGN HERE

X

			
Firma del Propietario Beneficiario						 
(o individuo autorizado a firmar en nombre del propietario beneficiaro) 		

Por favor firme y feche aquí
usando tinta negra o azul.

Signature of beneficial owner (or individual authorized to sign for the beneficial owner)	 

Please sign and date
using blue or black ink.

Nombre (en molde del firmante)

Name
(please print)
				

Fecha (mm-dd-aaaa)

Date (MM/DD/YYYY)

Capacidad en la cual actúa

(si la firma no es del propietario beneficiario, en molde del firmante)

Capacity in which acting (if form is not signed by beneficial owner, please print)

Declaración Jurada Aplicable a Períodos Anteriores. Bajo pena de perjurio, declare que he examinado y firmado el
formulario W-8BEN anterior y que la información contenida en el mismo se mantuvo sin cambio alguno y ha sido correcta,
completa y fidedigna desde el 1 de enero del presente año, o desde la fecha en que abrí mi cuenta (la fecha que sea
posterior) hasta el día de hoy. (Por favor, adjunte una declaración firmada por separado si algún dato haya cambiado).
AFFIDAVIT APPLICABLE TO PRIOR PERIODS. Under penalties of perjury, I declare that I have examined and signed the above Form W-8BEN and that the
information contained therein remained the same and unchanged and was true and correct and complete since January 1 of this year, or the date my
account was opened, whichever is later, to present. (Please attach a separate, signed statement if any information has changed).

FIRME AQUÍ
SIGN HERE

Por favor firme y feche aquí
usando tinta negra o azul.

Please sign and date
using blue or black ink.

X

			
Firma del Propietario Beneficiario						 
(o individuo autorizado a firmar en nombre del propietario beneficiaro) 		
Signature of beneficial owner (or individual authorized to sign for the beneficial owner)	 

Nombre (en molde del firmante)

Name
(please print)
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Parte 3
Part 3

Certificación (continuación)
Certification (continued)

En caso de que se especifique una dirección en EE.UU. en el presente formulario W-8BEN como dirección para
correspondencia, domicilio legal, alternativo o sede social en su cuenta, o en caso de que el número de teléfono
corresponda a un número estadounidense, o si el lugar de nacimiento es en los EE.UU. o si indica una dirección en un país
fuera de su país de residencia permanente o país de incorporación, o donde existan instrucciones permanentes para pagar
una suma de la cuenta a una cuenta con una dirección fuera del país de tratado, por favor lea la sección que sigue.
If a U.S. address is specified on this W-8BEN form or used as a mailing, legal, alternate, or business address on your account, if the phone number is a U.S.
phone number, or if there is a U.S. place of birth or an address outside the country of permanent residence or country of incorporation, or where there are
standing instructions to pay an amount from the account to an account at an address outside the treaty country, please read the section below.

Información Importante
Acerca de Retenciones
Fiscales en su Cuenta Schwab
Important Information About Tax
Withholding on Your Schwab Account

> Aviso Especial para la Dirección en los EE.UU., el Número Telefono en los EE.UU.,
o el Lugar de Nacimiento en los EE.UU.
Special Attention for U.S. Address, U.S. Phone Number, or U.S. Place of Birth

Cada titular de cuenta debe completar un formulario W-8BEN y Carta de Explicación (si aplica) por separado.
Each account holder must complete a separate W-8BEN form and Letter of Explanation (if applicable).

Las regulaciones del Servicio Fiscal Interno (IRS) en la actualidad requieren que Schwab, como su custodio, obtenga
documentación adicional de los clientes extranjeros que declaren: Dirección en los EE.UU., número de teléfono en los
EE.UU., una dirección fuera del país de residencia permanente, o lugar de nacimiento en los EE.UU.
Internal Revenue Service (IRS) regulations currently require Schwab, as your custodian, to secure additional documentation from foreign clients who
disclose: U.S. address, U.S. phone number, an address outside the country of permanent residence, or U.S. place of birth.

Cada titular de cuenta o dueño beneficiario debe incluir la siguiente documentación requerida:
Each account holder or beneficial owner must include the following required documentation:

1. Una explicación razonable en apoyo al reclamo de condición de extranjero.
A reasonable explanation supporting the claim of foreign status.

2. E
 videncia por documentos que no contengan una dirección en los EE.UU., tal como un pasaporte o permiso de
conducir extranjero. (Si no ha sido suministrado anteriormente, será requerido para certificación.)
Documentary evidence that does not contain a U.S. address, such as a foreign passport or foreign driver’s license. (If it has not been previously 	
provided, it will be required for certification.)

Ejemplos de información en su cuenta de Schwab que requieren una explicación son:
Examples of items on your Schwab account that would require explanation are:

• Una dirección en los EE.UU. utilizada como dirección postal, legal, comercial o alterna.
A U.S. address used as your mailing, legal, business, or alternate address.

• U
 na dirección en los EE.UU. utilizada para recibir correspondencia de Schwab (por ejemplo estados de cuenta y
confirmaciones de transacciones).
A U.S. mailing address used to receive correspondence from Schwab (for example, account statements and trade confirmations).

• Una dirección postal, legal, comercial o alterna en los EE.UU. utilizada en cualquier otro contexto con su cuenta.
A U.S. mailing, legal, business, or alternate address used in any other context with your account.

•	Un número de teléfono en los EE.UU.
A U.S. phone number.

• Un Número desaparecido de identificación fiscal extranjero (FTIN en inglés).
Missing Foreign Tax Identification Number ( FTIN).

El uso de una dirección fuera del país de residencia permanente o país de incorporación.
Use of an address outside the country of permanent residence or country of incorporation

Esto se refiere a residentes no-estadounidense o entidades extranjeras que reclaman beneficios de un tratado en un país
extranjero pero con una dirección postal o de residencia permanente en otro país extranjero distinto, o que tienen
instrucciones permanentes para efectuar pagos de la cuenta a una cuenta o una dirección fuera del país de tratado. Para
este propósito, una dirección postal extranjera es cualquier dirección postal fuera del país de residencia del titular de
cuenta utilizada para correspondencia de Schwab (por ejemplo estados de cuenta y confirmaciones de transacciones).

This refers to non-U.S. residents or foreign entities claiming treaty benefits in one foreign country but with a mailing address or permanent residence
address in a different foreign country, or who have standing instructions to pay amounts from the account to an account or an address outside of the treaty
country. For this purpose, a foreign mailing address is any mailing address outside the account holder’s resident country used for correspondence from
Schwab (for example, account statements or trade confirmations).

Nota: Si el titular de cuenta tiene una dirección en los EE.UU. y una dirección postal en un país fuera del país de
residencia permanente, se necesitará una segunda Carta de Explicación (quiere decir, el titular de cuenta deberá
suministrar una Carta de Explicación para la dirección en los EE.UU. y otra Carta de Explicación para la dirección postal
en un país distinto). Se requiere una copia del pasaporte vigente o identificación emitida por el gobierno. (Si no se ha
proporcionado anteriormente, se requiere para la certificación.)
Note: If the account holder has a U.S. address and a mailing address in a country that is outside the country of permanent residence, a second Letter of
Explanation is required (i.e., the account holder must provide one Letter of Explanation for the U.S. address and one Letter of Explanation for the mailing
address in a different country). A valid passport copy or government ID is required. (If it has not been previously provided, it will be required for certification.)
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Lugar de nacimiento en los EE.UU.
U.S. place of birth.

Para satisfacer el requisito de documentación del formulario del IRS W-8, por favor suministre una copia del
Certificado de Pérdida de Ciudadanía de los Estados Unidos del titular de la cuenta, o una explicación de la renuncia
de ciudadanía de los EE.UU., o la razón por la cual el titular de la cuenta no obtuvo ciudadanía de los EE.UU. al
nacimiento, y una copia de un pasaporte extranjero vigente o identificación emitida por el gobierno. (Si no ha sido
suministrado anteriormente, será requerido para certificación.)
In order to satisfy the IRS W-8 documentary requirement, please provide a copy of the account holder’s Certificate of Loss of Nationality of the United
States, or an explanation of the account holder’s renunciation of U.S. citizenship, or the reason the account holder did not obtain U.S. citizenship at birth,
and a copy of a valid foreign passport or government ID. (If it has not been previously provided, it will be required for certification.)

Se requiere una explicación de lo siguiente (si aplica):
An explanation of the following (if applicable) is required:

A. ¿Por qué está(n) asociado(s) la(s) dirección(es) o teléfono(s) mencionado(s) anteriormente con el titular de la 	
cuenta, y cual es el propósito de esta(s) dirección(es) o teléfono(s)?

	Why is the above-mentioned address(es) or phone number(s) associated with the account holder, and what is the purpose of this U.S. address(es) or
U.S. phone number(s)?

B. ¿A quien le pertenece la(s) dirección(es) o lo(s) teléfono(s)?
To whom does the address(es) or phone number(s) belong?

C. ¿Como obtiene el titular de la cuenta el correo o mensajes de la(s) dirección(es) o teléfono(s) mencionados anteriormente?
How does the account holder obtain mail or messages from the above-mentioned address(es) or phone(s)?

D. ¿Con que frecuencia el titular de la cuenta obtiene el correo o mensajes de la(s) dirección(es) o teléfono(s) 	
mencionados anteriormente?
How often does the account holder collect mail or messages from the above-mentioned address(es) or phone(s)?

E. ¿Por qué la dirección postal o la dirección residencial permanente en un país extranjero difiere del país en el cual 	
el titular de la cuenta está reclamando beneficios de tratado? ¿A quién pertenece la dirección?
Why is the mailing address or permanent residence address in a foreign country different from the one for which the account holder is claiming treaty
benefits? To whom does the address belong?

F. ¿
 Por qué hay instrucciones permanentes para pagar montos desde la cuenta a una cuenta fuera del país de tratado?
¿Quién es el propietario de la cuenta y por qué tiene dicha cuenta?
Why are there standing instructions to pay amounts from the account to an address or an account outside the treaty country? Who is the account
owner and why do they have this account?

G. Si no está obligado a tener un FTIN, proporcione una declaración que no está obligado legalmente a obtener un
FTIN en su jurisdicción. Si su país emite FTIN a todos los residentes y usted no tiene un FTIN, proporcione una
explicación más detallada de por qué no se proporcionó un FTIN en el formulario W-8. NO ESCRIBA “NO APLICA”.
Please explain why a Foreign Tax Identification Number (FTIN) was not provided on the W-8 form. If you are not required to have an FTIN, please
provide a statement that you are not legally required to obtain an FTIN in your jurisdiction. If your country issues FTINs to all residents and you don’t
have an FTIN, we need further explanation as to why an FTIN was not provided on the W-8 form. You must print your full name on the letter and sign
and date it. DO NOT WRITE “NOT APPLICABLE”.

H. ¿Cuales son las circunstancias de la renuncia de ciudadanía de los EE.UU., o la razón por la cual no obtuvo
ciudadanía de los EE.UU. al nacimiento?
What were the circumstances for renunciation of U.S. citizenship, or the reason that U.S. citizenship was not obtained at birth?

I. U
 na certificación de que la evidencia documentaria suministrada anteriormente, tal como pasaporte extranjero o
permiso de conducir extranjero, no contiene una dirección en los EE.UU., no está vencido, y puede ser fiable por la
empresa como documentación valida en apoyo del reclamo de la condición de extranjero del titular de la cuenta.
A certification that the documentary evidence previously provided, such as a foreign passport or foreign driver’s license, does not contain a U.S.
address, is unexpired, and can be relied upon by the firm as valid documentation supporting the account holder’s claim of foreign status.

Envíe el/los formulario(s) W-8BEN y la Carta de Explicación (si procede) por fax al número 1-800-752-4816 (para
clientes que residan en EE.UU.) o al +1-602-977-4199 (para clientes que residan fuera de EE.UU.) por correo ordinario
a la siguiente dirección:
Please fax to 1-800-752-4816 (for clients inside the U.S.) or +1-602-977-4199 (for clients outside the U.S.) or mail the completed W-8BEN form(s) and
Letter(s) of Explanation (if applicable) to the following address:

Devuelve los documentos
completos

Return completed documents

>

Schwab International Operations
P.O.Box 982601 El Paso, TX 79998-2601
Para el correo durante la noche:
For overnight mail:

Schwab International Operations
1945 Northwestern Dr. El Paso, TX 79912
Llame al 1-877-686-1937 (el dentro de los EE.UU.) o al +1-415-667-8400 (desde fuera de EE.UU.) en caso de que
tenga alguna pregunta que formular. Los clientes de asesores de inversiones independientes, por favor contacta a su
asesores directamente o llama a Schwab Alliance al 1-800-515-2157.

Please call 1-877-686-1937 (inside the U.S.) or +1-415-667-8400 (outside the U.S.) if you have any questions. Clients of independent investment advisors,
contact your advisor directly or call Schwab Alliance at 1-800-515-2157.

©2018 Charles Schwab & Co., Inc. All rights reserved. Member SIPC.
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*APP81049SPA-03=06*

[PAGE LEFT BLANK INTENTIONALLY]

Instructions for
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Department of the Treasury
Internal Revenue Service

(Rev. July 2017)

Certificate of Foreign Status of Beneficial Owner for
United States Tax Withholding and Reporting (Individuals)
Section references are to the Internal Revenue Code
unless otherwise noted.

Future Developments

For the latest information about developments related to
Form W-8BEN and its instructions, such as legislation
enacted after they were published, go to IRS.gov/
FormW8BEN.

What's New

Minor updates are made to Form W-8BEN to conform with
Form W-8BEN-E. A note on reciprocal exchange is added
before Part I; Part II, line 10, is updated to match Form
W-8BEN-E; and the first bullet in Part III is revised for
clarity. These instructions have been updated to reflect
temporary and final regulations under chapters 3 and 4
published in January 2017. These instructions include
additional information on when a foreign TIN and date of
birth are required to be included on Form W-8BEN. In
addition, these instructions include information about the
use of electronic signatures.
More information. For more information on FATCA, go
to IRS.gov/FATCA.

General Instructions

For definitions of terms used throughout these
instructions, see Definitions, later.

Purpose of Form

Establishing status for chapter 3 purposes. Foreign
persons are subject to U.S. tax at a 30% rate on income
they receive from U.S. sources that consists of:
Interest (including certain original issue discount (OID));
Dividends;
Rents;
Royalties;
Premiums;
Annuities;
Compensation for, or in expectation of, services
performed;
Substitute payments in a securities lending transaction;
or
Other fixed or determinable annual or periodical gains,
profits, or income.
This tax is imposed on the gross amount paid and is
generally collected by withholding under section 1441. A
payment is considered to have been made whether it is
made directly to the beneficial owner or to another person,
such as an intermediary, agent, or partnership, for the
benefit of the beneficial owner.
Jul 11, 2017

In addition, section 1446 requires a partnership
conducting a trade or business in the United States to
withhold tax on a foreign partner's distributive share of the
partnership's effectively connected taxable income.
Generally, a foreign person that is a partner in a
partnership that submits a Form W-8BEN for purposes of
section 1441 or 1442 will satisfy the documentation
requirements under section 1446 as well. However, in
some cases the documentation requirements of sections
1441 and 1442 do not match the documentation
requirements of section 1446. See Regulations sections
1.1446-1 through 1.1446-6.
Note. The owner of a disregarded entity (including an
individual), rather than the disregarded entity itself, must
submit the appropriate Form W-8BEN for purposes of
section 1446.
If you receive certain types of income, you must
provide Form W-8BEN to:
Establish that you are not a U.S. person;
Claim that you are the beneficial owner of the income
for which Form W-8BEN is being provided or a foreign
partner in a partnership subject to section 1446; and
If applicable, claim a reduced rate of, or exemption
from, withholding as a resident of a foreign country with
which the United States has an income tax treaty and who
is eligible for treaty benefits.
You may also be required to submit Form W-8BEN to
claim an exception from domestic information reporting
and backup withholding (at the backup withholding rate
under section 3406) for certain types of income that are
not subject to foreign-person withholding at a rate of 30%
under section 1441. Such income includes:
Broker proceeds;
Short-term (183 days or less) OID;
Bank deposit interest;
Foreign source interest, dividends, rents, or royalties;
and
Proceeds from a wager placed by a nonresident alien
individual in the games of blackjack, baccarat, craps,
roulette, or big-6 wheel.
A withholding agent or payer of the income may rely on
a properly completed Form W-8BEN to treat a payment
associated with the Form W-8BEN as a payment to a
foreign person who beneficially owns the amounts paid. If
applicable, the withholding agent may rely on the Form
W-8BEN to apply a reduced rate of, or exemption from,
withholding at source.
Provide Form W-8BEN to the withholding agent or
payer before income is paid or credited to you. Failure to
provide a Form W-8BEN when requested may lead to
withholding at the foreign-person withholding rate of 30%
or the backup withholding rate under section 3406.

Cat. No. 25576H

person who is requesting it from you. Generally, this will
be the person from whom you receive the payment, who
credits your account, or a partnership that allocates
income to you. An FFI may also request this form from you
to document your account as other than a U.S. account.
Give Form W-8BEN to the person requesting it before the
payment is made to you, credited to your account, or
allocated. If you do not provide this form, the withholding
agent may have to withhold at the 30% rate (under
chapters 3 and 4), backup withholding rate, or the rate
applicable under section 1446. If you receive more than
one type of income from a single withholding agent for
which you claim different benefits, the withholding agent
may, at its option, require you to submit a Form W-8BEN
for each different type of income. Generally, a separate
Form W-8BEN must be given to each withholding agent.

Establishing status for chapter 4 purposes. A foreign
financial institution (FFI) may rely on a properly completed
Form W-8BEN to establish your chapter 4 status as a
foreign person. The Form W-8BEN should be provided to
the FFI when requested. Failure to do so could result in
30% withholding on income paid or credited to you as a
recalcitrant account holder from sources within the United
States. See the definition of amounts subject to
withholding, later.
Additional information. For additional information and
instructions for the withholding agent, see the Instructions
for the Requester of Forms W-8BEN, W-8BEN-E,
W-8ECI, W-8EXP, and W-8IMY.

Who Must Provide Form W-8BEN

You must give Form W-8BEN to the withholding agent or
payer if you are a nonresident alien who is the beneficial
owner of an amount subject to withholding, or if you are an
account holder of an FFI documenting yourself as a
nonresident alien. If you are the single owner of a
disregarded entity, you are considered the beneficial
owner of income received by the disregarded entity.
Submit Form W-8BEN when requested by the withholding
agent, payer, or FFI whether or not you are claiming a
reduced rate of, or exemption from, withholding.

Note. If you own the income or account jointly with one or
more other persons, the income or account will be treated
by the withholding agent as owned by a foreign person
that is a beneficial owner of a payment only if Forms
W-8BEN or W-8BEN-E are provided by all of the owners.
If the withholding agent or financial institution receives a
Form W-9 from any of the joint owners, however, the
payment must be treated as made to a U.S. person and
the account treated as a U.S. account.

You should also provide Form W-8BEN to a payment
settlement entity (PSE) requesting this form if you are a
foreign individual receiving payments subject to reporting
under section 6050W (payment card transactions and
third-party network transactions) as a participating payee.
However, if the payments are income which is effectively
connected to the conduct of a U.S. trade or business, you
should instead provide the PSE with a Form W-8ECI.

Expiration of Form W-8BEN. Generally, a Form
W-8BEN will remain in effect for purposes of establishing
foreign status for a period starting on the date the form is
signed and ending on the last day of the third succeeding
calendar year, unless a change in circumstances makes
any information on the form incorrect. For example, a
Form W-8BEN signed on September 30, 2015, remains
valid through December 31, 2018.
However, under certain conditions a Form W-8BEN will
remain in effect indefinitely until a change of
circumstances occurs. To determine the period of validity
for Form W-8BEN for purposes of chapter 4, see
Regulations section 1.1471-3(c)(6)(ii). To determine the
period of validity for Form W-8BEN for purposes of
chapter 3, see Regulations section 1.1441-1(e)(4)(ii).

Do not use Form W-8BEN if you are described
below.
You are a foreign entity documenting your foreign
status, documenting your chapter 4 status, or claiming
treaty benefits. Instead, use Form W-8BEN-E.
You are a U.S. citizen (even if you reside outside the
United States) or other U.S. person (including a resident
alien individual). Instead, use Form W-9 to document your
status as a U.S. person.
You are acting as a foreign intermediary (that is, acting
not for your own account, but for the account of others as
an agent, nominee, or custodian). Instead, provide Form
W-8IMY.
You are a nonresident alien individual who claims
exemption from withholding on compensation for
independent or dependent personal services performed in
the United States. Instead, provide Form 8233 or Form
W-4.
You are receiving income that is effectively connected
with the conduct of a trade or business in the United
States, unless it is allocable to you through a partnership.
Instead, provide Form W-8ECI. If any of the income for
which you have provided a Form W-8BEN becomes
effectively connected, this is a change in circumstances
and Form W-8BEN is no longer valid with respect to such
income. You must file Form W-8ECI. See Change in
circumstances, later.

Change in circumstances. If a change in circumstances
makes any information on the Form W-8BEN you have
submitted incorrect, you must notify the withholding agent,
payer, or FFI with which you hold an account within 30
days of the change in circumstances and you must file a
new Form W-8BEN or other appropriate form.
If you use Form W-8BEN to certify that you are a
foreign person, a change of address to an address in the
United States is a change in circumstances. Generally, a
change of address within the same foreign country or to
another foreign country is not a change in circumstances.
However, if you use Form W-8BEN to claim treaty
benefits, a move to the United States or outside the
country where you have been claiming treaty benefits is a
change in circumstances. In that case, you must notify the
withholding agent, payer, or FFI within 30 days of the
move.
If you become a U.S. citizen or resident alien after you
submit Form W-8BEN, you are no longer subject to the
30% withholding rate under section 1441 or the
withholding tax on a foreign partner's share of effectively

Giving Form W-8BEN to the withholding agent. Do
not send Form W-8BEN to the IRS. Instead, give it to the
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connected income under section 1446. To the extent you
have an account with an FFI, your account may be subject
to reporting by the FFI under chapter 4. You must notify
the withholding agent, payer, or FFI within 30 days of
becoming a U.S. citizen or resident alien. You may be
required to provide a Form W-9. For more information,
see Form W-9 and its instructions.

Foreign partnerships, foreign simple trusts, and foreign
grantor trusts are not the beneficial owners of income paid
to the partnership or trust. The beneficial owners of
income paid to a foreign partnership are generally the
partners in the partnership, provided that the partner is not
itself a partnership, foreign simple or grantor trust,
nominee, or other agent. The beneficial owners of income
paid to a foreign simple trust (that is, a foreign trust that is
described in section 651(a)) are generally the
beneficiaries of the trust, if the beneficiary is not a foreign
partnership, foreign simple or grantor trust, nominee, or
other agent. The beneficial owners of a foreign grantor
trust (that is, a foreign trust to the extent that all or a
portion of the income of the trust is treated as owned by
the grantor or another person under sections 671 through
679) are the persons treated as the owners of the trust.
The beneficial owners of income paid to a foreign complex
trust (that is, a foreign trust that is not a foreign simple
trust or foreign grantor trust) is the trust itself.
For purposes of section 1446, the same beneficial
owner rules apply, except that under section 1446 a
foreign simple trust rather than the beneficiary provides
the form to the partnership.
The beneficial owner of income paid to a foreign estate
is the estate itself.
Note. A payment to a U.S. partnership, U.S. trust, or
U.S. estate is treated as a payment to a U.S. payee that is
not subject to 30% withholding under chapter 3 or 4. A
U.S. partnership, trust, or estate should provide the
withholding agent with a Form W-9. For purposes of
section 1446, a U.S. grantor trust or disregarded entity
shall not provide the withholding agent a Form W-9 in its
own right. Rather, the grantor or other owner shall provide
the withholding agent the appropriate form.

You may be a U.S. resident for tax purposes
depending on the number of days you are
CAUTION physically present in the United States over a
3-year period. See Pub. 519, available at IRS.gov/
Pub519. If you satisfy the substantial presence test, you
must notify the withholding agent, payer, or financial
institution with which you have an account within 30 days
and provide a Form W-9.

!

Definitions

Account holder. An account holder is generally the
person listed or identified as the holder or owner of a
financial account. For example, if a partnership is listed as
the holder or owner of a financial account, then the
partnership is the account holder, rather than the partners
of the partnership (subject to some exceptions). However,
an account that is held by a single-member disregarded
entity is treated as held by the entity's single owner.

Amounts subject to withholding. Generally, an amount
subject to chapter 3 withholding is an amount from
sources within the United States that is fixed or
determinable annual or periodical (FDAP) income. FDAP
income is all income included in gross income, including
interest (as well as OID), dividends, rents, royalties, and
compensation. FDAP income does not include most gains
from the sale of property (including market discount and
option premiums), as well as other specific items of
income described in Regulations section 1.1441-2 (such
as interest on bank deposits and short-term OID).
For purposes of section 1446, the amount subject to
withholding is the foreign partner’s share of the
partnership’s effectively connected taxable income.
Generally, an amount subject to chapter 4 withholding
is an amount of U.S. source FDAP income that is also a
withholdable payment as defined in Regulations section
1.1473-1(a). The exemptions from withholding provided
for under chapter 3 are not applicable when determining
whether withholding applies under chapter 4. For specific
exceptions applicable to the definition of a withholdable
payment, see Regulations section 1.1473-1(a)(4)
(exempting, for example, certain nonfinancial payments).

Chapter 3. Chapter 3 means chapter 3 of the Internal
Revenue Code (Withholding of Tax on Nonresident Aliens
and Foreign Corporations). Chapter 3 contains sections
1441 through 1464.
Chapter 4. Chapter 4 means chapter 4 of the Internal
Revenue Code (Taxes to Enforce Reporting on Certain
Foreign Accounts). Chapter 4 contains sections 1471
through 1474.

Deemed-compliant FFI. Under section 1471(b)(2),
certain FFIs are deemed to comply with the regulations
under chapter 4 without the need to enter into an FFI
agreement with the IRS. However, certain
deemed-compliant FFIs are required to register with the
IRS and obtain a Global Intermediary Identification
Number (GIIN). These FFIs are referred to as registered
deemed-compliant FFIs. See Regulations section
1.1471-5(f).

Beneficial owner. For payments other than those for
which a reduced rate of, or exemption from, withholding is
claimed under an income tax treaty, the beneficial owner
of income is generally the person who is required under
U.S. tax principles to include the payment in gross income
on a tax return. A person is not a beneficial owner of
income, however, to the extent that person is receiving the
income as a nominee, agent, or custodian, or to the extent
the person is a conduit whose participation in a
transaction is disregarded. In the case of amounts paid
that do not constitute income, beneficial ownership is
determined as if the payment were income.
Instructions for Form W-8BEN (Rev. 7-2017)

Disregarded entity. A business entity that has a single
owner and is not a corporation under Regulations section
301.7701-2(b) is disregarded as an entity separate from
its owner. A disregarded entity does not submit this Form
W-8BEN to a partnership for purposes of section 1446 or
to an FFI for purposes of chapter 4. Instead, the owner of
such entity provides appropriate documentation. See
Regulations section 1.1446-1 and section 1.1471-3(a)(3)
(v), respectively.
-3-

Certain entities that are disregarded for U.S. tax
purposes may be recognized for purposes of claiming
treaty benefits under an applicable tax treaty (see the
definition of hybrid entity below). A hybrid entity claiming
treaty benefits is required to complete Form W-8BEN-E.
See Form W-8BEN-E and its instructions.

implement FATCA through reporting by FFIs directly to
the IRS in accordance with the requirements of an FFI
agreement, supplemented by the exchange of information
between such foreign government or agency and the IRS.
An FFI in a Model 2 IGA jurisdiction that has entered into
an FFI agreement with respect to a branch is a
participating FFI, but may be referred to as a reporting
Model 2 FFI.

Financial account. A financial account includes:
A depository account maintained by a financial
institution;
A custodial account maintained by a financial
institution;
Equity or debt interests (other than interests regularly
traded on an established securities market) in investment
entities and certain holding companies, treasury centers,
or financial institutions as defined in Regulations section
1.1471-5(e);
Cash value insurance contracts; and
Annuity contracts.
For purposes of chapter 4, exceptions are provided for
accounts such as certain tax-favored savings accounts;
term life insurance contracts; accounts held by estates;
escrow accounts; and annuity contracts. These
exceptions are subject to certain conditions. See
Regulations section 1.1471-5(b)(2). Accounts may also
be excluded from the definition of financial account under
an applicable IGA.

Nonresident alien individual. Any individual who is not
a citizen or resident alien of the United States is a
nonresident alien individual. An alien individual meeting
either the “green card test” or the “substantial presence
test” for the calendar year is a resident alien. Any person
not meeting either test is a nonresident alien individual.
Additionally, an alien individual who is treated as a
nonresident alien pursuant to Regulations section
301.7701(b)-7 for purposes figuring the individual's U.S.
tax liability, or an alien individual who is a bona fide
resident of Puerto Rico, Guam, the Commonwealth of the
Northern Mariana Islands, the U.S. Virgin Islands, or
American Samoa is a nonresident alien individual. See
Pub. 519 for more information on resident and
nonresident alien status.

Even though a nonresident alien individual
married to a U.S. citizen or resident alien may
CAUTION choose to be treated as a resident alien for certain
purposes (for example, filing a joint income tax return),
such individual is still treated as a nonresident alien for
chapter 3 withholding tax purposes on all income except
wages. For purposes of chapter 4, a nonresident alien
individual who holds a joint account with a U.S. person will
be considered a holder of a U.S. account for chapter 4
purposes.

!

Financial institution. A financial institution generally
means an entity that is a depository institution, custodial
institution, investment entity, or an insurance company (or
holding company of an insurance company) that issues
cash value insurance or annuity contracts.
Foreign financial institution (FFI). An FFI generally
means a foreign entity that is a financial institution.

Foreign person. A foreign person includes a
nonresident alien individual and certain foreign entities
that are not U.S. persons (entities should complete Form
W-8BEN-E rather than this Form W-8BEN).

Participating FFI. A participating FFI is an FFI that has
agreed to comply with the terms of an FFI agreement with
respect to all branches of the FFI, other than a branch that
is a reporting Model 1 FFI or a U.S. branch. The term
“participating FFI” also includes a reporting Model 2 FFI
and a qualified intermediary (QI) branch of a U.S. financial
institution, unless such branch is a reporting Model 1 FFI.

Hybrid entity. A hybrid entity is any person (other than
an individual) that is treated as fiscally transparent for
purposes of its status under the Code but is not treated as
fiscally transparent by a country with which the United
States has an income tax treaty. Hybrid status is relevant
for claiming treaty benefits.

Participating payee. A participating payee means any
person that accepts a payment card as payment or
accepts payment from a third-party settlement
organization in settlement of a third-party network
transaction.

Intergovernmental agreement (IGA). An IGA means a
Model 1 IGA or a Model 2 IGA. For a list of jurisdictions
treated as having in effect a Model 1 or Model 2 IGA, see
the list of jurisdictions at www.treasury.gov/resourcecenter/tax-policy/treaties/Pages/FATCA-Archive.aspx.
A Model 1 IGA means an agreement between the
United States or the Treasury Department and a foreign
government or one or more agencies to implement
FATCA through reporting by FFIs to such foreign
government or agency, followed by automatic exchange
of the reported information with the IRS. An FFI in a Model
1 IGA jurisdiction that performs account reporting to the
jurisdiction’s government is referred to as a reporting
Model 1 FFI.
A Model 2 IGA means an agreement or arrangement
between the United States or the Treasury Department
and a foreign government or one or more agencies to

Payment settlement entity (PSE). A PSE is a
merchant acquiring entity or third-party settlement
organization. Under section 6050W, a PSE is generally
required to report payments made in settlement of
payment card transactions or third-party network
transactions. However, a PSE is not required to report
payments made to a beneficial owner that is documented
as foreign with an applicable Form W-8.
Recalcitrant account holder. A recalcitrant account
holder includes an individual who fails to comply with the
requests of an FFI for documentation and information for
determining the U.S. or foreign status of the individual’s
account, including furnishing this Form W-8BEN when
requested.
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U.S. person. A U.S. person is defined in section 7701(a)
(30) and includes an individual who is a citizen or resident
of the United States. For purposes of chapter 4, a U.S.
person is defined in Regulations section 1.1471-1(b)
(141).

Line 5. If you have a social security number (SSN), enter
it here. To apply for an SSN, get Form SS-5 from a Social
Security Administration (SSA) office or online at
www.ssa.gov/forms/ss-5.pdf. If you are in the United
States, you can call the SSA at 1-800-772-1213.
Complete Form SS-5 and return it to the SSA.
If you do not have an SSN and are not eligible to get
one, you can get an individual taxpayer identification
number (ITIN). To apply for an ITIN, file Form W-7 with the
IRS. It usually takes 4–6 weeks to get an ITIN. To claim
certain treaty benefits, you must complete line 5 by
submitting an SSN or ITIN, or line 6 by providing a foreign
tax identification number (foreign TIN).

Withholding agent. Any person, U.S. or foreign, that has
control, receipt, custody, disposal, or payment of U.S.
source FDAP income subject to chapter 3 or 4 withholding
is a withholding agent. The withholding agent may be an
individual, corporation, partnership, trust, association, or
any other entity, including (but not limited to) any foreign
intermediary, foreign partnership, and U.S. branches of
certain foreign banks and insurance companies.
For purposes of section 1446, the withholding agent is
the partnership conducting the trade or business in the
United States. For a publicly traded partnership, the
withholding agent may be the partnership, a nominee
holding an interest on behalf of a foreign person, or both.
See Regulations sections 1.1446-1 through 1.1446-6.

!

CAUTION

A partner in a partnership conducting a trade or
business in the United States will likely be allocated
effectively connected taxable income. The partner is
required to file a U.S. federal income tax return and must
have a U.S. taxpayer identification number (TIN).
You must provide an SSN or TIN if you are:
Claiming an exemption from withholding under section
871(f) for certain annuities received under qualified plans,
or
Submitting the form to a partnership that conducts a
trade or business in the United States.
If you are claiming treaty benefits, you are generally
required to provide an ITIN if you do not provide a tax
identifying number issued to you by your jurisdiction of tax
residence on line 6. However, an ITIN is not required to
claim treaty benefits relating to:
Dividends and interest from stocks and debt obligations
that are actively traded;
Dividends from any redeemable security issued by an
investment company registered under the Investment
Company Act of 1940 (mutual fund);
Dividends, interest, or royalties from units of beneficial
interest in a unit investment trust that are (or were upon
issuance) publicly offered and are registered with the SEC
under the Securities Act of 1933; and
Income related to loans of any of the above securities.

Specific Instructions

Part I

Line 1. Enter your name. If you are a foreign individual
who is the single owner of a disregarded entity that is not
claiming treaty benefits as a hybrid entity, with respect to
a payment, you should complete this form with your name
and information. If the account to which a payment is
made or credited is in the name of the disregarded entity,
you should inform the withholding agent of this fact. This
may be done by including the name and account number
of the disregarded entity on line 7 (reference number) of
the form. However, if the disregarded entity is claiming
treaty benefits as a hybrid entity, it should complete Form
W-8BEN-E instead of this Form W-8BEN.

Line 2. Enter your country of citizenship. If you are a dual
citizen, enter the country where you are both a citizen and
a resident at the time you complete this form. If you are
not a resident in any country in which you have
citizenship, enter the country where you were most
recently a resident. However, if you are a U. S. citizen, you
should not complete this form even if you hold citizenship
in another jurisdiction. Instead, provide Form W-9.

Line 6. If you are providing this Form W-8BEN to
document yourself as an account holder with respect to a
financial account (as defined in Regulations section
1.1471-5(b)) that you hold at a U.S. office of a financial
institution (including a U.S. branch of an FFI) and you
receive U.S. source income reportable on Form 1042-S
associated with this form, you must provide the TIN issued
to you by your jurisdiction of tax residence identified on
line 3 unless:
You have not been issued a TIN (including if the
jurisdiction does not issue TINs), or
You are a resident of a U.S. possession.
If you are providing this form to document a financial
account described above but you do not enter a TIN on
line 6, and you are not a resident of a U.S. possession,
you must provide the withholding agent with an
explanation for why you have not been issued a TIN. For
this purpose, an explanation is a statement that you are

Line 3. Your permanent residence address is the
address in the country where you claim to be a resident
for purposes of that country’s income tax. If you are
completing Form W-8BEN to claim a reduced rate of
withholding under an income tax treaty, you must
determine your residency in the manner required by the
treaty. Do not show the address of a financial institution, a
post office box, or an address used solely for mailing
purposes. If you do not have a tax residence in any
country, your permanent residence is where you normally
reside.
If you reside in a country that does not use street
addresses, you may enter a descriptive address on line 3.
The address must accurately indicate your permanent
residence in the manner used in your jurisdiction.
Line 4. Enter your mailing address only if it is different
from the address you show on line 3.
Instructions for Form W-8BEN (Rev. 7-2017)

An ITIN is for tax use only. It does not entitle you
to social security benefits or change your
employment or immigration status under U.S. law.
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not legally required to obtain a TIN in your jurisdiction of
tax residence. The explanation may be written on line 6, in
the margins of the form, or on a separate attached
statement associated with the form. If you are writing the
explanation on line 6, you may shorten it to “not legally
required.” Do not write “not applicable.”
In addition, if you are not using this form to document a
financial account described above, you may provide the
TIN issued to you by your jurisdiction of tax residence on
line 6 for purposes of claiming treaty benefits (rather than
providing a U.S. TIN on line 5, if required).

Scholarship and fellowship grants, later, for more
information.
This line is generally not applicable to treaty benefits
under an interest or dividends (other than dividends
subject to a preferential rate based on ownership) article
of a treaty.

Nonresident alien who becomes a resident alien.
Generally, only a nonresident alien individual can use the
terms of a tax treaty to reduce or eliminate U.S. tax on
certain types of income. However, most tax treaties
contain a provision known as a “saving clause” which
preserves or “saves” the right of each country to tax its
own residents as if no tax treaty existed. Exceptions
specified in the saving clause may permit an exemption
from tax to continue for certain types of income even after
the recipient has otherwise become a U.S. resident alien
for tax purposes. The individual must use Form W-9 to
claim the tax treaty benefit. See the instructions for Form
W-9 for more information. Also see Nonresident alien
student or researcher who becomes a resident alien, later,
for an example.

Line 7. This line may be used by the filer of Form
W-8BEN or by the withholding agent to whom it is
provided to include any referencing information that is
useful to the withholding agent in carrying out its
obligations. For example, withholding agents who are
required to associate the Form W-8BEN with a particular
Form W-8IMY may want to use line 7 for a referencing
number or code that will make the association clear. A
beneficial owner can use line 7 to include the number of
the account for which he or she is providing the form. A
foreign single owner of a disregarded entity can use line 7
to inform the withholding agent that the account to which a
payment is made or credited is in the name of the
disregarded entity (see the instructions for line 1).

Scholarship and fellowship grants. A nonresident
alien student (including a trainee or business apprentice)
or researcher who receives noncompensatory scholarship
or fellowship income can use Form W-8BEN to claim
benefits under a tax treaty that apply to reduce or
eliminate U.S. tax on such income. No Form W-8BEN is
required unless a treaty benefit is being claimed. A
nonresident alien student or researcher who receives
compensatory scholarship or fellowship income must use
Form 8233, instead of Form W-8BEN, to claim any
benefits of a tax treaty that apply to that income. The
student or researcher must use Form W-4 for any part of
such income for which he or she is not claiming a tax
treaty withholding exemption. Do not use Form W-8BEN
for compensatory scholarship or fellowship income. See
Compensation for Dependent Personal Services in the
Instructions for Form 8233.

Line 8. If you are providing this Form W-8BEN to
document yourself as an account holder with respect to a
financial account as described above in line 6 that you
hold with a U.S. office of a financial institution (including a
U.S. branch of an FFI), provide your date of birth. Use the
following format to input your information: MM-DD-YYYY.
For example, if you were born on April 15, 1956, you
would enter 04-15-1956.

Part II

Line 9. If you are claiming treaty benefits as a resident of
a foreign country with which the United States has an
income tax treaty for payments subject to withholding
under chapter 3, identify the country where you claim to
be a resident for income tax treaty purposes. For treaty
purposes, a person is a resident of a treaty country if the
person is a resident of that country under the terms of the
treaty. A list of U.S. tax treaties is available at IRS.gov/
Individuals/International-Taxpayers/Tax-Treaties.

If you are a nonresident alien individual who

TIP received noncompensatory scholarship or

fellowship income and personal services income
(including compensatory scholarship or fellowship
income) from the same withholding agent, you may use
Form 8233 to claim a tax treaty withholding exemption for
part or all of both types of income.

If you are related to the withholding agent within
the meaning of section 267(b) or 707(b) and the
CAUTION aggregate amount subject to withholding received
during the calendar year exceeds $500,000, then you are
generally required to file Form 8833, Treaty-Based Return
Position Disclosure Under Section 6114 or 7701(b),
available at IRS.gov/Form8833. See the Instructions for
Form 8833 for more information on the filing requirements.

!

Completing lines 3 and 9. Most tax treaties that
contain an article exempting scholarship or fellowship
grant income from taxation require that the recipient be a
resident of the other treaty country at the time of, or
immediately prior to, entry into the United States. Thus, a
student or researcher may claim the exemption even if he
or she no longer has a permanent address in the other
treaty country after entry into the United States. If this is
the case, you can provide a U.S. address on line 3 and
still be eligible for the exemption if all other conditions
required by the tax treaty are met. You must also identify
on line 9 the tax treaty country of which you were a
resident at the time of, or immediately prior to, your entry
into the United States.
Completing line 10. You must complete line 10 if you
are a student or researcher claiming an exemption from

Line 10. Line 10 must be used only if you are claiming
treaty benefits that require that you meet conditions not
covered by the representations you make on line 9 and
Part III. For example, persons claiming treaty benefits on
royalties must complete this line if the treaty contains
different withholding rates for different types of royalties.
However, this line should always be completed by foreign
students and researchers claiming treaty benefits. See
-6-

Instructions for Form W-8BEN (Rev. 7-2017)

taxation on your noncompensatory scholarship or
fellowship grant income under a tax treaty.
Nonresident alien student or researcher who
becomes a resident alien. You must use Form W-9 to
claim an exception to a saving clause. See Nonresident
alien who becomes a resident alien, earlier, for a general
explanation of saving clauses and exceptions to them.

subject to reporting rules and backup withholding unless
Form W-8BEN or a substitute form is filed to notify the
broker or barter exchange that you are an exempt foreign
person.
You are an exempt foreign person for a calendar year
in which:
You are a nonresident alien individual or a foreign
corporation, partnership, estate, or trust;
You are an individual who has not been, and does not
plan to be, present in the United States for a total of 183
days or more during the calendar year; and
You are neither engaged, nor plan to be engaged
during the year, in a U.S. trade or business that has
effectively connected gains from transactions with a
broker or barter exchange.

Example. Article 20 of the United States-China
income tax treaty allows an exemption from tax for
scholarship income received by a Chinese student
temporarily present in the United States. Under U.S. law,
this student will become a resident alien for tax purposes
if his or her stay in the United States exceeds 5 calendar
years. However, paragraph 2 of the first protocol to the
United States-China treaty (dated April 30, 1984) allows
the provisions of Article 20 to continue to apply even after
the Chinese student becomes a resident alien of the
United States. A Chinese student who qualifies for this
exception (under paragraph 2 of the first protocol) and is
relying on this exception to claim an exemption from tax
on his or her scholarship or fellowship income would
complete Form W-9.

Paperwork Reduction Act Notice. We ask for the
information on this form to carry out the Internal Revenue
laws of the United States. You are required to provide the
information. We need it to ensure that you are complying
with these laws and to allow us to figure and collect the
right amount of tax.

You are not required to provide the information
requested on a form that is subject to the Paperwork
Reduction Act unless the form displays a valid OMB
control number. Books or records relating to a form or its
instructions must be retained as long as their contents
may become material in the administration of any Internal
Revenue law. Generally, tax returns and return
information are confidential, as required by section 6103.

Part III

Form W-8BEN must be signed and dated by the beneficial
owner of the amount subject to withholding or the account
holder of an FFI (or an agent with legal authority to act on
the person’s behalf). If Form W-8BEN is completed by an
agent acting under a duly authorized power of attorney for
the beneficial owner or account holder, the form must be
accompanied by the power of attorney in proper form or a
copy thereof specifically authorizing the agent to
represent the principal in making, executing, and
presenting the form. Form 2848 can be used for this
purpose. The agent, as well as the beneficial owner or
account holder, may incur liability for the penalties
provided for an erroneous, false, or fraudulent form.
A withholding agent may allow you to provide this form
with an electronic signature. The electronic signature must
indicate that the form was electronically signed by a
person authorized to do so (for example, with a time and
date stamp and statement that the form has been
electronically signed). Simply typing your name into the
signature line is not an electronic signature.

The time needed to complete and file this form will vary
depending on individual circumstances. The estimated
burden for business taxpayers filing this form is approved
under OMB control number 1545-0123. The estimated
burden for all other taxpayers who file this form is:
Recordkeeping, 2 hr., 52 min.; Learning about the law
or the form, 2 hr., 05 min.; Preparing the form, 2 hr., 13
min.
If you have comments concerning the accuracy of
these time estimates or suggestions for making this form
simpler, we would be happy to hear from you. You can
send us comments from IRS.gov/FormComments.

You can write to Internal Revenue Service, Tax Forms
and Publications, 1111 Constitution Ave. NW, IR-6526,
Washington, DC 20224. Do not send Form W-8BEN to
this office. Instead, give it to your withholding agent.

If any information on Form W-8BEN becomes
incorrect, you must submit a new form within 30
CAUTION days unless you are no longer an account holder
of the requester that is an FFI and you will not receive a
future payment with respect to the account.

!

Broker transactions or barter exchanges. Income
from transactions with a broker or a barter exchange is

Instructions for Form W-8BEN (Rev. 7-2017)
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